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Randolph Building 
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Alexandria, VA 22314 

SUm^FMEWTAl. PFIlfTlfON TO WITfflPRAW AP ANPQWMENT 

Sir: 

On 12 October 2005, the applicants filed a response to the office action of 12 July 2005. 
On 1 March 2006, the applicants received a Notice of Abandonment for failure to respond to the 
office action of 12 July 2005. Since a timely response to the office action of 12 July 2005 was 
filed, the applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the holding of abandonment. 

A Petition to Withdraw Abandonment was filed on 9 March 2006. A copy of the Petition 
to Withdraw Abandonment is attached. Also, a copy of the response of 12 October 2005 is 
attached. 

The applicants discovered on 4 May 2006 that the serial numbers that appeared on the 
response of 12 October 2005 and on the Petition of 9 March 2006 were wrong. A typographical 
error occurred on both papers. Instead of "10/773,142," which is correct, the serial number that 
appeared on these papers was "10/733,142." However, the remaining identifying information on 
the papers was correct. The serial numbers have been corrected with a pen on the attached 
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copies of the response filed on 12 October 2005 and on the Petition of 9 March 2006 and all 
attachments. 

The applicants now understand that the typographical error in the serial numbers was 
likely the cause of the abandonment and is the reason that neither paper appears in the public 
PAIR file of this application. The typographical error had not been discovered when the Petition 
to Withdraw Abandonment was filed. This paper is to point out the typographical error. 

For the reasons given here and in the attached Petition to Withdrawn Abandonment, the 
applicants respectfully request that the abandonment of this application be withdrawn and that 
the attached amendment of 12 October 2005 be considered. 

If there are any problems with the payment of fees, please charge any underpayments and 
credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147. 



Posz Law Group, PLC 

12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 

Reston, VA 20191 

Phone 703-707-9110 

Fax 703-707-91 12 

Customer No. 23400 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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401DulanySt 
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Date: 9 March 2006 



PPTmON TO WITHDRAW AR ANDONMFNT TTivm E R 37 TFR 1 i«i 

Sir: 

On 12 October 2005, the applicants filed a response to the office action of 12 July 2005. 
On 1 March 2006, the appUcants received a Notice of Abandonment for failure to respond to the 
office action of 12 July 2005. Since a timely response to the office action of 12 July 2005 was 
filed, the applicants respectfiiUy request withdrawal of the holding of abandonment. A 
Statement under 37 CFR 1.8(b) is attached to this paper. 

With the Amendment mailed on 12 October 2005, the appUcants included a check for 
$130 for a Terminal Disclaimer. The number of the check was 1299. The attached bank 
statement shows that check 1299 for $130 was cashed by the USPTO. Therefore, the 
Amendment was received by the USPTO, but apparently not scanned into the PAIR system. 

A return receipt postcard was submitted with the Amendment of 12 October 2005. That 
postcard was returned to the Posz Law Group, PLC by the USPTO with a date stamp of 13 
October 2005. A copy of the retum receipt postcard is attached. 



Serial N o. 10/733,142 tO/^n^,t^i- Attorney Docket No. 26GT-004.. . ^2 



For the reasons given here and in the attached Statement Undo- Rule 1.8(b), tfie 
applicants respectfully request that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn and that the 
examination of this application be resumed. j 

If there are any problems with the payment of fees, please charge any underpayments and 
credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147. 



Posz Law Group, PLC 

12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 

Reston, VA 20191 

Phone 703-707-91 10 

Fax 703-707-91 12 

Customer No. 23400 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Commissioner for Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Window 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany St. 

Alexandria, VA 223 14 


Date: 9 March 2006 



STATEMENT TJNDRR ^7 TFR ^ 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.8(a), the undersigned states that the attached Amendment was filed 
in a timely manner in response to the Office Action dated 12 July 2005. Specifically, the 
Amendment was addressed to the Commissioner for Patents and was deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as first class mail with sufficient postage. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .8(b)(1), the undersigned states that the USPTO was informed 
promptly after becoming aware that the USPTO had no evidence of receipt of the 
correspondence. The undersigned became aware that the patent office had not received the 
attached amendment on approximately 1 March 2006, when a Notice of Abandonment was 
received fi-om the USPTO. On or about 1 March 2006, the undersigned caUed Examiner Strimbu 
and notified him of the Amendment. The USPTO is also being informed promptly by this paper. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .8(b)(2), a copy of the Amendment that was mailed to the USPTO 
on 12 October 2005 is attached. 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.8(b)(3), the undersigned attests that he has personal knowledge that 
flie above Amendment was indeed mailed in a timely manner on 12 October 2005 with sufficient 
postage. The certificate of maiUng on page 1 of the Amendment is evidence of the timely 
mailing. 

As the requirements of 37 CFR l,8(b) have been satisfied, it is respectfully requested that 
the Amendment filed on 12 October 2005 be entered into the record, and that examination of the 
present application be resumed subsequent to entry of the Amendment. 

Altiiough no fees are thought to be due at this time, please charge any underpayments and 
credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147. 



Respectfully submitted. 




^s E. Barlow 
Geg. No. 32,377 
Posz Law Group, PLC 
12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 
Reston,VA 20191 
Phone 703-707-91 10 
Fax 703-707-9112 
Customer No. 23400 
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In re Application of: Nakajima et al. 
Application No.:40ffad;442 [0 ^Tl^^f^-Z- 
Filed: 9 Feb. 2004 
For. WEATHERSTRIP 



The owner*. TQYODA GOSEl CO.. LTD , of inn percent interest in the instant application hereby disclaims, 

except as provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond 

the expiration date of the full statutory term prior patent No. 6.716.496 as the term of said prior patent is defined in 35 U.S.C, 154 

and 173, and as the temn of said prior patent is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so 
granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly owned. This 
agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee, its successors or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the tenninal part of the temi of any patent granted on the instant application that 
would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term as defined in 35 U.§.C. 154 and 173 of the prior patent, "as the tenn of said prior 
patent is presently shortened by any temninal disclaimer," in the event that said prior patent later 

expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee; 

is held unenforceable; 

is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction; 

is statutorily disclaimed in whole or tenninally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321; 
has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate; 
is reissued; or 

is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any temiinal disclaimer. 



Check either box 1 or 2 below, If appropriate. 

1. I I For submissions on behalf of a business/organization (e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, 
etc.), the undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the business/organization. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 




12 October 2005 
Date 
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703-707-9110 
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Telephone Number 

Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) included. 

WARNING: information on this form may become public. Credit card Information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



^Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if temiinal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner). 
Fonn PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .321 . The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality Is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete 
Including gathenng. preparing, and submitting the completed application fomi to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this fom) and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, shouki be sent to the Chief Information Offtoer U S Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance In completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select optton 2. 
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Mail Stop Amendment 




Commissioner for Patents 




P.O. Box 1450 




Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this coirespondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on this date: 12 October 2005 
Typed Name: James Barlow. 



Signature: 




AMENDMENT TINDER 37 CFR 1 .1 11 

Sir: 

In response to the office action mailed 12 July 2005, please amend the appUcation as 
follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 7 of 
this paper. 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 1 1 of this paper and include 30 attached 
replacement sheets. 



Remarks begin on page 12 of this paper. 



Serial No. 10/733.142 I** (Tfi i^ '^'^ Attorney Docket No. 26GT-004-Dl^2 
AMENDMENTS TO THF. SPECIFICATION 
Please amend the title (page I, line 1) as follows: 
WEATHER STRI P HAVING MOLDED CORNER SECTION 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 4 as follows: 

This application is a divisional application of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/043,166, filed on January 14, 2002, now U.S. patent 6.716.496. w hich in turn is a divisional 
application of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/181,670, filed on October 29, 1998 . now 
U.S. patent 6,395,355. This application is also based upon and claims the benefit of Japanese 
Patent Application Nos. 09-316032 filed on October 30, 1997, 09-368537 filed on December 26, 
1997 and 10-230230 filed on July 31, 1998, the contents of which are incoiporated herein by 
reference. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 15, line 27 as follows: 

Description will now be made of opening trims embodying the invention with reference 
tafigST TFigs. 1 to 34. The first to ninth embodiments are mainly employed for attaining the 
above-mentioned objects. 

Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 1 6, Une 4 as follows: 
[First Embodimonti F irst Embodiment 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 16, line 26 as follows: 

Since the opening trim 1 1 is required to be curved along a comer of the door opening 
peripheral edge, it has a comer section C which curves between straight sections S, S. This 
curved shape of the comer section C has to be maintained. In order to expand the sealing area of 
the comer section C toward its outer periphery in accordance with the comer shape of the door 
panel 3, the sealing portion of the comer section C is requu-ed to project toward the outer 
periphery of the comer section C. The inner and outer peripheries of comer section C are the 
areas on comer section C where its radiuses are the smallest and the largest, respectively. 
Constmction of the comer section C will be described in detail by the following forming process. 
(1) First of all, the sealing portion 14 is cut to make a linear incision slit 19 provided on a loop 
edge 17 on the outer periphery of the comer section C to thereby form an incision edge 14b on 
the outer periphery of the sealing portion 14, as shown in Figs. 3 (see double dashed lines) and 4. 
Furthermore, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, cuts 18, 18 are made in the sealing portion 14, which 
run from the incision edge 14b toward the inner periphery of the comer section C in the vicinity 
of both ends of the incision slit 19 (in the vicinity of each boundary between the comer section C 
and the straight sections S, S) to thereby form a | — |-^i^ed-fomLan incision fin 14a_as 
illustrated in Fig. 4 . 



Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 19, line 12 as follows: 
Unlike the a conventional weather strip (opening trim) wherein the majority of the 
sealing portion in the comer section is cut off, according to the opening trim 1 1 of the present 
embodiment as described above, the sealing portion 14 remains as the r-, ohapod tiie incision 
fin 14a, and the incision edge 14b is spread out to project toward the outer periphery of the 
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comer section C. As a result, the extruded sealing portion 14 (including the incision fin 14a) is 
shown (appears on the surface) as much as possible. To the contrary, the molded part 30 appears 
on the surface as Uttle as possible except that it is slightly seen inside the cuts 18, 18 and seen in 
a place which projects fi-om the spread incision edge 14b. Therefore, the opening trim 1 1 of the 
present embodiment can provide a uniform luster on its surface. The weather strip reduces the 
appearance of a borderline between the extruded sealing portion 14 (including incision fin 14a) 
and the molded part 30, thereby remarkably improving the overall appearance. 



Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 20, line 18 as follows: 
[Second Embodimonti Second Embodiment 



Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 21, line 2 as follows: 
[Third Embodiment] Third Embodiment 

Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 22, line 10 as follows: 
[Forth Embodimonti F ourth Embodiment 

Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 23, line 1 1 as follows: 
[Fifth Embodimonti F ifth Embodiment 



Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 24, line 9 as follows: 
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[Sixth Embodim e nti Sixth Embodiment 



Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 25, Une 21 as follows: 
[Sovonth Embodiment] Seventh Embodiment 

Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 26, line 5 as follows: 

As shown in FIG. 18, cuts 18, 18 are made in the sealing portion 37, which run firom the 
free edge 37b toward the inner periphery of the comer section C in the vicinity of each boundary 
between the comer section C and the straight sections S, S to thereby form a | — | — sb^ed -form 
a.free fin 37a. The attachment portion 13 and the sealing portion 37 are curved as described in 
the first embodiment, and the free edge 37b is spread out to project toward the outer periphery of 
the comer section C. Then, as shown in FIG. 19, a molded part 30 for maintaining the curved 
shape is formed along the entire outer surface of the attachment portion 13 and the entire back 
side of the free fin 37a, and inside the cuts 18, 18 which are expanded by the above described 
curved transformation of the opening trim 11. 

Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 26, line 24 as follows: 
[Eighth Embodimenti Eighth Embodiment 

Please amend the sub-heading that appears on page 30, line 1 as follows: 
[Ninth Embodimontl N inth Embodiment 
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Please amend the abstract (the paragraph beginning on page 43, line 1) as follows: 

A weather strip comprising h as_an extruded body having straight sections and a comer 
section ouning thorebotwoon ia diooloso db etween the straight sections . The extruded body 
oomprioos h as.an attachment portion and a hollow sealing portion integrally formed by extrusion 
molding. The attachment portion is attached to a part of an automobile and the seaUng portion is 
connected to the attachment portion at both ends. The weather strip oomprioo s includes : an 
incision sht made on the outer periphery of the sealing portion in the comer section; an incision 
edge formed on the sealing portion along the incision slit, the incision edge being spread out 
toward the outer periphery of the comer section with the attachment portion and sealing portion 
being curved along a comer shape of the part of the automobile; and a molded part formed at 
least in the vicinity of the incision edge on the back side of the sealing portion in the comer 
section. 
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LISTING OF CLAIMS; 
1-33 (Canceled). 

34. (Previously presented) A weather strip comprising an extruded body having straight 
sections and a comer section curving therebetween, said extraded body comprising an 
attachment portion and a hollow seaUng portion, the attachment portion being configured for 
attachment to a flange; wherein the comer section of the extraded body comprises 

a cut off part boing mado o n an opening defined in a wall of said hollow sealing portion 
along the comer sectio n, wherein the opening is formed bv removal of a part of the wall of said 
hollow sealing portion. 

said attachment portion being curved along the comer section, and 

a comer-shaped molded part being formed by filling a molding material into the cutoff 
sealing portio n opening : 

wherein said weather strip fiirther comprises 

a reinforcing portion for maintaining curved shape which pr e v e nts transformation of said 
comer shap e d molded part duo to the rocovor>^ of tho straight ohapo of the corner sootion a 
curvature of the com er section^ wherein the reinforcing portion prevents the comer section fi-om 
recovering its original straightness . 

35. (Previously presented) A weather strip according to claim 34, wherein 

said reinforcing portion for maintaining curved shape is formed on a surface of said 
attachment portion. 
7 
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36. (Currently amended) A weather strip according to claim 35, wherein said reinforcing 
portion for maintaining curved shape is integrally formed on Ihe surface of said attachment 
portion by «i-aresiiLinjection moldin g from a hard roain , said reinforcing portion for 
maintaining curved shape extending along a curving direction of said comer section. 

37. (Previously presented) A weather strip according to claim 34, wherein said 
reinforcing portion for maintaining curved shape is fomied on thebadegide of said comer- 
shaped molded part as a curved reinforcing^. 

38. (Previously presented) A weather strip according to claim 37, wherein said 
reinforcing rib is integrally formed on said molded part when the comer-shaped molded part is 
molded, said reinforcing rib comprising at least two reinforcing ribs extending along a curving 
direction of said comer section. 

39. (New) A weather strip comprising an extruded body, wherein 

the extmded body includes two straight sections and a comer section, 

the comer section curves and extends between the straight sections, and the comer 
section is bent from a section of the extruded body that was originally straight, 

the extraded body includes an attachment portion and a hollow sealing portion, 

the attachment portion is configured for attachment to a flange, and a U-shaped metal 
insert is located within the attachment portion. 
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the comer section of the extruded body includes an opening defined in a wall of the 
hollow sealing portion^ and the opening is formed by removal of a part of the wall of the hollow 
sealing portion, 

the attachment portion is curved along the comer section, 

a comer-shaped molded part is formed on the comer section by filling a molding material 
into the opening, 

the weather strip fiirther comprises a reinforcing portion for maintaining the curvature of 
the comer-shaped molded part, wherein the reinforcing portion prevents the comer section from 
recovering its original straightness. 

40. (New) A weather strip according to claim 39, wherein the reinforcing portion for 
maintaining curved shape is formed on a surface of the attachment portion. 

4 1 . (New) A weather strip according to claim 40, wherein the reinforcing portion is 
formed on the surface of the attachment portion by resin injection molding, and the reinforcing 
portion extends in a curving direction of the comer section. 

42. (New) A weather strip according to claim 39, wherein the reinforcing portion is 
formed on a back side of the comer-shaped molded part as a curved reinforcing rib. 

43. (New) A weather strip according to claim 39, wherein the reinforcing portion is 
attached to the attachment portion in close proximity to the metal insert. 
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44. (New) A weather Strip according to claim 39, wherein the molded portion is made of 
a soft TPE material, and the reinforcing portion is made of a hard resin derived from polyolefin. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

The attached drawing replacement sheets include cosmetic changes to Figs. 1-34. No 
substantive changes have been made to the drawings. The changes are described in the remarks 
section of this paper. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheets 
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REMARKS 

The applicants note with iq)preciation the acknowledgemrait of the claim for priority 
under section 1 19 and the notice that all of the certified copies of the priority documents have 
been received in ^plication SN 1 0/043, 166. 

The applicants acknowledge and appreciate receiving an initialed copy of the form PTO- 
1449 that was filed on 9 February 2004. One item, which was apparently a duphcate entry for 
USP 5,296,067, was not initialed by the examiner. 

Claims 34-44 are pending. Claims 1-33 have been canceled. Claims 39-44 are new. The 
applicants respectfully request reconsideration and allowance of this application in view of the 
above amendments and the following remarks. 

Drawings 

With regard to the drawings, Figs. 23 and 30 were objected to for not including a "Prior 
Art" label. However, Fig. 23 uses reference number 1 1 to designate the comer section. The 
reference number 1 1 refers to the comer section that is the subject of the invention and is shown 
in more detail in figures that do not represent prior art, such as Fig. 1 . Similarly, Fig. 30 includes 
reference number 1 1 1 to indicate a novel opening, trim. If the applicants assert that Fig. 23 and 
Fig. 30 represent prior art, this will be inaccurate, since reference numbers 1 1 and 1 1 1 designate 
parts having novel subject matter. Although Figs. 23 and 30 do not show details, it would be 
misleading to call them prior art, due to the reference numbers that they include. Therefore, the 
applicants respectfiiUy request that the examiner's objection to Figs. 23 and 30 be withdrawn. 

The drawings were objected to for underlining some reference numerals. All drawing 
sheets have been replaced. Replacement sheets are attached in which the underlined reference 
numbers have been rewritten without underlining. Underlined reference numbers have been 
12 
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corrected in nearly all drawings. Some drawings did not include any underlined reference 
numbers, but were replaced to remove copy machine marks. The paper size of the drawings has 
been changed to 8.5 x 1 1, and the font of the figure.numbers has been enlarged. No substantive 
changes have been made to any of the drawings. In view of the replacement drawing sheets, the 
applicants respectfully request that the objections to the drawings be withdrawn. 

Specification 

The specification was objected to for various informalities set forth on pages 4 and 5 of 
the office action. Each of these matters has been addressed in the amendments to the 
specification listed above. Therefore, the applicants respectfully request withdrawal of these 
objections. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 34-38 were rejected under the doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting over 
claims 1-4 of US patent 6,716,496 in view of the admitted prior art of Figs. 23-25. This rejection 
should be withdrawn because, without conceding that this rejection has merit, the applicants 
have attached a terminal disclaimer in accordance with MPEP 804.02(11). 

. Indefiniteness 

Claims 34-38 were rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
The applicants respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn for the following reasons. 

The phrase "a cutoff part being made on said hollow sealing portion" was said to render 
the claims indefinite. This phrase has been removed. Instead, claim 34 now recites an opening 
in the wall of the hollow sealing portion. The opening of claim 34 is shown in the exemplary 
embodiment of Fig. 26. 
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The phrases "curved shape" and "the straight shape of the comer section" of claim 34 
were said to render the claims indefinite. The section of claim 34 in which these phrases 
appeared has been rewritten. Claim 34 now calls for "a reinforcing portion for maintaining a 
curvature of the comer-shaped molded part, wherein the reinforcing portion prevents the comer- 
shaped molded part from recovering its original straightness." This wording is considered to be 
fully definite. 

The phrase "injecting molding from a hard resin" in claim 36 was said to render the 
claims indefinite. Claim 36 now calls for "a resin injection molding," which is considered to be 
definite. Therefore, the rejection of claims 34-38 based on section 112 should be withdrawn. 

Art-based Rejections 

Claims 34-37 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by the prior art of 
Figs 23-25. The applicants respectfiiUy request that this rejection be withdrawn for the following 
reasons. 

Claim 34 recites a reinforcing portion for preventmg the comer-shaped molded part from 
recovering its original straightness. The prior art of Figs. 24 and 25 fail to show or suggest this 
featiu-e. Therefore, the Figs. 24 and 25 cannot anticipate claim 34 or any of its dependents. 
Therefore, the applicants respectfiilly request withdrawal of this rejection. 

Claim 38 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over the prior art of 
Figs 23.-25 in view of Nozaki '937. The applicants respectfiilly request that this rejection be 
withdrawn for the following reasons. 

As mentioned above. Figs. 24 and 25 of the present application fail to show or suggest 
the reinforcmg portion of claim 34. Claim 38 depends on claim 34. The patent to Nozaki '937 
fails to disclose or suggest what is missing in Figs. 24 and 25 of the present apphcation. That is, 
14 
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Nozaki '937 fails to show a reinforcing portion for preventing the comer-sh^ed molded part 
from recovering its original straightness. Therefore, a combination of Figs. 24 and 25 of the 
present application and Nozaki '937 fails to satisfy the terms of claim 38 or its dependents. 

Claims 39-44 are new. Claims 39-44 are readable on the embodiment of Figs! 26-29. 
Claim 39 is independent, and claims 40-44 depend on claim 39, directly or indirectly. 

Claim 39 recites a reinforcing portion that prevents the comer section from recovering its 
original straightness. Figs. 24 and 25 of the present application and Nozaki '937 fail to show or 
suggest the reinforcing portion of claim 39. Therefore, claims 39-44 are considered to be 
patentable over the art of record. 

In view of the foregoing, the applicants respectfully submit that this application is in 
condition for allowance. . A timely notice to that effect is respectfully requested. If questions 
relating to patentability remain, the examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone. 

Please charge any unforeseen fees that may be due to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jampal^rBarlow 
Reg.\^o. 32,377 

Posz Law Group, PLC 

12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 

Reston,VA 20191 ^ 

Phone 703-707-9110 

Fax 703-707-9112 

Customer No. 23400 
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